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2. Programme Schedule

Welcome Address

Soudh Ismail (Dept. of Political Science, University of Calicut)

Presidential Address

Prof. Sivadasan P (Head, Dept. of Political Science, University
of Calicut)

Inauguration

Prof. Rasheed Ahmed P (Pro Vice Chancellor, University of
Calicut)

Prize Distribution

Quiz and Essay Writing Competition winners

Keynote Lecture

Prof. Bhangya Bhukya (Professor, Dept. of History, University
of Hyderabad)

Lecture Title

Debating Adivasi Development in Colonial India

Q & A Session

Open discussion with participants

Vote of Thanks

Vyshak (Dept. of Political Science, University of Calicut)




3. Summary of the Lecture

In his keynote lecture, Prof. Bhangya Bhukya argued that the “Adivasi question” is fundamentally political
rather than merely social or economic. He emphasised that Adivasi struggles have historically centred
on forest rights, land, and self-governance, and that colonial and postcolonial development discourses
have repeatedly framed tribal communities as objects of welfare rather than as political subjects with
autonomy. Tracing debates from the colonial period, he showed how mainstream development models,
despite their stated intentions, have often marginalised Adivasi communities by disregarding their
customary rights and ways of life. The lecture called for recognising Adivasi autonomy and self-
determination as central to any genuine developmental and political framework.

4. Outcome

The lecture provided students, research scholars, and faculty members of the Department with a critical
historical perspective on Adivasi development and political autonomy in colonial India. The interactive
Q&A session that followed enabled participants to engage directly with the speaker on contemporary
parallels of tribal rights and mainstream development policy. The programme also felicitated the winners
of the Quiz and Essay Writing Competition held in connection with the lecture, thereby encouraging
wider student participation.
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