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The Department of Political Science and the Centre for Diaspora Studies,
University of Calicut, successfully hosted the three-day International Seminar
‘Malayali Diaspora in Transition: Politics, Policies and Perspectives’ from 9 to
11 February 2026 at the Department Seminar Hall. Funded by the PM-USHA
Scheme and drawing participants from India and abroad, the programme
featured over 30 presentations by faculty members, research scholars and
public intellectuals. The event critically interrogated the Malayali diaspora not
merely as an economic or demographic phenomenon but as a crucial site of
political practice, policy innovation, and cultural continuity within a global

context.

Inaugural Session (9 February 2026, 10:00-11:30 AM)
The seminar began with a presidential address by Prof. (Dr.) Sivadasan P,

Head of the Department of Political Science and a formal inauguration by



Prof. (Dr.) P Raveendran, Vice Chancellor of the University of Calicut. The
keynote lecture was delivered by Prof. V. K. Ramachandran, Vice Chairman of
the Kerala State Planning Board, who stated that a high level of democratic
consciousness and a secular way of life are among the core values of the
Malayali diaspora and emphasised the centrality of diasporic engagements in
shaping modern Kerala's socio-political landscape. The seminar theme was
introduced by Soudh Ismail, Assistant Professor in the Department of

Political Science, University of Calicut.

Session 1: Gendered Dimensions of Diaspora (9 February 2026, 11:30 - 1:30 PM)

Chaired by Sajeesh O G, with panellists Dr Dileep P. Chandran and Fathima N.
P., this session unpacked the disproportionate burden of migration borne
by women. Dr Chandran analysed emotional labour in transnational
households, economic adjustments, social adaptation, and unpaid care work.
Fathima N.P. highlighted the vulnerabilities of dependent visa holders,
underscoring their legal and financial insecurities. A closed working
discussion fostered critical reflections on gendered lived experiences and

broader socio-political dimensions of the Malayali Diasporic community.

Session 2: Reimagining South Asian Diaspora (9 February 2026, 2:30 - 5:00
PM)

Chaired by Dr. Dileep P. Chandran, key presentations included Dr. Astha
Chadha’s mapping of South Asian flows to Japan and policy frameworks like
India-Japan memoranda to address them, A. M. Shinas’s critique of Kerala
student migration amid jobless growth, and Faizal Elettil's analysis of Kathu
Pattukal as emotional archives of separation, popularised by S.A. Jameel’s
‘Dubai Kathu Pattukal’, revealing women’s vulnerabilities. Interactive
discussions probed migration patterns, cultural dimensions, and emotional

implications.



Session 3: Mapping Malayali Mobilities (10 February 2026, 10:00 - 1:00 PM)

Chaired by Dr Mohamed Musthafa K. T., discussions with speakers including
Dr Fukkar Ali, Dr Anoop, and Dr Amrutha turned to identity, belonging, and
transnational negotiations among Malayali migrants. Themes examined
overseas workforce political engagements, through forums like KMCC and
Loka Kerala Sabha, influencing homeland politics. Gendered cinema
representations of Gulf wives, digital preservation of memory, and diaspora
organisations’ roles in shaping political voice sparked lively exchanges
alongside intersectional belonging, third-wave student outflows, and

indigenous displacements.

Session 4: Historicising Malayali Diaspora Engagements (10 February 2026,
2:00 - 5:00 PM)

Under Prof. K. M. Anil's chairship, with contributions from Dr V. J. Varghese,
Dr Amendas, and Charai Ramdas, this session adopted a longue durée lens to
illuminate colonial transitions to postcolonial permanence in Malayali
diaspora engagements. Conversations historicised Dutch slave trades,
evolving emigration governance in the Kerala-Gulf corridor, Mappila exiles to
the Andamans, and plantation labour migrations. Participants probed imperial
legacies in modern flows, contrasting peaceful mobilities with forced
displacements, and questioned how penal transportation memories inform

contemporary policy.

Session 5: Sensory Memories and Fractured Solidarities (11 February 2026,
10:00 - 1:00 PM)

Chaired by Dr. Vineeth R., featuring Dr. Biju Vincent, Dr. Renny Thomas,
Fathima N. P, Noorbina Sultana, Muhammed Farhan, Mariya Joseph, and
Sruthi P. K., the final academic session delved into identity, family, and
economy in Malayali migrations. Sensory elements, such as food and smell,
emerged as identity anchors to resist hegemonic representations. Core
issues encompassed father-child attachments in transnational families,
gendered visa uncertainties for spouses, remittances’ empowerment of

Malabar Muslim women, ageing abandonment in Kerala’s highlands, health



challenges, and reintegration gaps for returnees, especially women,

prompting calls for diaspora-sensitive reforms.

Valedictory Session (11 February 2026, 2:00 - 5:00 PM)

Divya S. (Asst. Professor, Department of Political Science) welcomed
delegates, with Prof. P. Sivadasan (Head, Dept. of Political Science) as the
chair. A.P. Ahamed (Malayalam Writer & Critic) inaugurated the proceedings
and was felicitated by Dr. Harikumaran Thampi (Member of the Senate).
Soudh Ismail (Asst. Professor, Department of Political Science) presented the
seminar report, synthesising key insights. Delegate feedback came from
Insha Zainab (second-year PG student) and Shisira K. Sreekanth (first-year
PG student), highlighting intellectual stimulation and policy relevance.
Sajeesh 0. G. (Asst. Professor, Department of Political Science) offered the

vote of thanks.

Conclusion

Overall, the International Seminar provided a dynamic platform for critical
engagements with the politics, policies, and perspectives of the Malayali
diaspora in transition. The interdisciplinary deliberations, scholarly paper
presentations, and active student participation rendered the seminar both
intellectually enriching and socially relevant. The seminar concluded with a
collective resolve to sustain critical research and dialogue to understand

diaspora dynamics and strengthen transnational networks in Kerala.



