REPORT OF THE PM USHA THREE-DAY INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ORGANISED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF CALICUT, ON 7-9 JANUARY 2026

Seminar Title: Politics and Institutional Decay in India: Nature, Dynamics, and
Challenges
Day One: 07 January 2026

First Session
“Politics and Institutional Decay in India: History, Theory, and Concept”

The first session was chaired by Prof. Biju B. L., with Dr Dimpi Divakaran serving
as the panellist. As the chair, Prof. Biju B. L. offered critical reflections on the
contemporary decline of democracy. He emphasised the importance of
historicising, contextualising, theorising, and critically analysing democratic
decay, noting that no political formation—including the Indian National
Congress—should be exempt from such scrutiny. His intervention underscored
the need to view democratic decay as a structural and institutional phenomenon
rather than through selective or partisan lenses.

Following the panellist’s remarks, two research papers were presented. The first
paper was presented by Mr. Ratheesh C., Research Scholar, Department of
History, and the second by Mr. Sulaiman. The paper presentations were followed
by an interactive discussion session, during which several questions and
comments were raised and addressed, particularly in response to Prof. Biju B.
L.'s observations. The discussion reflected active audience participation and deep
academic engagement.

The session concluded at 1:30 p.m., marking an intellectually enriching beginning
to the International Seminar.

Second Session
“The Rise of Majoritarianism, Regional Political Parties, and the Marginalisation
of Dissent”

The second session was chaired by Dr. Dimpi Divakaran and featured Prof. K. S.
Pavithran and Mr. Muhammadali Puthoor as panellists. Prof. Pavithran
emphasised the growing dominance of majoritarian ideology, the complex role of
regional political parties, and the increasing marginalisation of dissenting voices.



He observed that while regional parties may sometimes serve as democratic
alternatives, they can also reinforce dominant narratives to secure political
survival.

Mr. Muhammadali Puthoor, Fellow at Freie Universitat Berlin, focused on
rethinking institutional decay by moving beyond ideal and normative models of
institutions. He argued for a contextual, process-oriented understanding of
institutional decline, highlighting the roles of power relations, political practices,
and socio-economic conditions in shaping institutional performance.

The session included two paper presentations examining the changing nature of
democratic politics in India, particularly in relation to majoritarian trends and
their impact on political pluralism. The first paper was presented by Dr. Ibrahim
Badusha Chelathadan, Assistant Professor, Mahatma Gandhi University,
Kottayam, and the second by Dr. T. K. Jabir, Assistant Professor, School of
International Relations and Politics, Mahatma Gandhi University.

The session concluded with an interactive discussion emphasising the need to
safeguard dissent, strengthen constitutional values, and ensure inclusive
democratic participation.

Day Two: 08 January 2026
First Session
“Transformation in Indian Politics, Democracy, and Media”

The first session of the second day was chaired by Prof. K. S. Pavithran, with Prof.
Abdul Nazer K. and Dr. Dileep Chandran serving as panellists.

Dr. Dileep Chandran delivered a thought-provoking presentation titled “Can the
Subaltern Sing? Rap and Post-representational Politics in Kerala.” Drawing upon
cultural and political theory, he analysed rap music as a form of political
expression and resistance among marginalised communities in Kerala,
highlighting how alternative cultural platforms challenge conventional modes of
political representation.

Prof. Abdul Nazer K. presented a paper titled “7The Great Realignment: Decoding
the Strategic Shift in India’s Vote Bank Politics.” His presentation examined the
ongoing reconfiguration of electoral coalitions in India, arguing that traditional



vote banks based on caste, religion, and region are undergoing strategic
transformations.

The session also featured presentations by Mr. Pranav Mohan (Fellow, King's
College London) and Ms. Mariya Joseph, Research Scholar, Department of
Political Science, University of Calicut.

Second Session
“Gender, Caste, Identity, Representation, and Social Justice”

The second session was chaired by Prof. Sabu Thomas, with Dr. Anita Elizabeth
Mathew as the panellist. In his introductory remarks, Prof. Sabu Thomas
highlighted the centrality of gender, caste, representation, and social justice in
contemporary political discourse.

Dr. Anita Elizabeth Mathew delivered a detailed lecture on the theme, noting that
Indian institutions inherit both the advantages and limitations of colonial legacies.
She argued that it is the collective responsibility of the state and civil society to
reform these institutions through progressive initiatives. She identified the
eradication of caste discrimination, gender equality, and accessibility for persons
with disabilities as key milestones toward building an inclusive democracy,
emphasising that inclusivity forms the foundation of democratic strength.

The session also included paper presentations by Ms. Shruthi P. K. and Mr.
Muhammed Ashiq K. Research Scholars, Department of Political Science,
University of Calicut. The session generated rigorous interdisciplinary
discussions on issues of gender, caste, identity, and social justice.

Day Three: 09 January 2026

The final day of the seminar featured a single session on “Neoliberalism, Civil
Society, Digital Space, and the Public Sphere.” The session was chaired by Dr.
Shafeeque V. Fellow, Kerala State Higher Education Council,
Thiruvananthapuram. The panellists included Dr. Maya Pramod, Assistant
Professor, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, and Mr. Soudh Ismail and Mr.
Muhammed Noufal C. K., Assistant Professors, Department of Political Science,
University of Calicut.



The session commenced with introductory observations by the chair, followed by
analytical reflections from the panellists. Six research presentations were
delivered by:

e Mr. Anagh, Research Scholar, Maharaja’s College, Ernakulam

e Ms. Krishna Priya C., Master’s Student, St. Mary’s College, Sultan Bathery

e Mr. Ajinas A. M., Research Scholar, Department of Political Science,
University of Calicut

e Ms. Shilpa Radhakrishnan, Research Scholar, Department of Political
Science, University of Calicut

e Mr. Muhammed Buhari, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science,
University of Calicut

e Ms. Noorjahan T., Research Scholar, Department of Political Science,
University of Calicut

The session concluded with an active, vibrant discussion among student
participants.

Conclusion

Overall, the International Seminar provided a dynamic platform for critical
engagement with the nature and dynamics of institutional decay in India. The
interdisciplinary deliberations, scholarly paper presentations, and active student
participation rendered the seminar both intellectually enriching and socially
relevant. The seminar concluded with a collective resolve to sustain critical
research and dialogue to strengthen democratic institutions and constitutional
values in India.
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