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Report of Wednesday circle on March 18, 2026

The Wednesday Circle of the Department of Political Science organized a book
discussion on “Women in the Worlds of Labour” on March 18, 2026, at the
Department Library. The session was led by Sruthi P. K., a research scholar, who
provided an insightful analysis of the text, focusing on the diverse experiences of
women across different labour sectors. The Wednesday Circle hosted a focused book
discussion on the edited volume 'Women in the Worlds of Labour' (Eds. Mary E. John
and Meena Gopal). The session specifically highlighted the critical contributions of
Samita Sen in her chapter, "Rethinking Gender and Class: Some Critical Questions
about the Present."

The review of Sen's article brought forward several provocative academic questions
regarding the contemporary labor landscape by challenging the traditional
boundaries between paid and unpaid labor, analyzing how class identity is
inextricably linked to gendered roles, particularly in the informal economy, explores
the modern economic shifts that altered the bargaining power of women and
restructured the household as a site of labor. The presentation by Sruthi P K was
followed by a robust Q&A session. The programme successfully bridged theoretical
frameworks with ground realities, encouraging students to rethink established
categories of gender and class. The event underscored the Department’s

commitment to fostering a culture of deep reading and critical inquiry.
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